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HESA RELAUNCHES AS UNIVERSITIES SOUTH AFRICA 

 

As of 23 July 2015, Higher Education South Africa (HESA) has changed its name, and been re-

launched as Universities South Africa. This follows a decision of the HESA Board of Directors in 

October 2014, to refocus and reposition the organisation for its 26 public universities in South 

Africa. The name also signals a shift in identity for the organisation, which was perceived as 

representing the Vice-Chancellors, to now advocating for the needs, requirements and 

aspirations of the entire university sector.  

 

“The colours we’ve adopted in our new logo, demonstrate a significant shift in our modus 

operandi,” Prof Adam Habib, the Chairperson of Universities South Africa mentioned at the 

launch function on 22 July. “In our pursuit of sufficient consensus on the issues and challenges 

confronting our universities, we will be more consultative and more inclusive of the variety of 

interests and constituencies within the university sector and beyond. We are adopting a more 

activist stance, with a stronger commitment to our Constitution values and principles.”  

 

As top priorities in the next five years, Prof Habib singled out lobbying for an adequately funded 

university sector; transformation, and improved student access, in a differentiated university 

sector – all detailed in Universities South Africa’s Strategic Framework, 2015 -2019.  During his 

keynote address at the launch function of Universities South Africa, the Minister of Higher 

Education and Training, Dr Blade Nzimande, said HESA had done much to unify the higher 

education sector in recent years, particularly under the leadership of the former Chief Executive 

Officer, Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele. He said the organisation had made significant strides in playing a 

constructive role in building a more equitable, quality higher education system. A key focus for 

Universities South Africa according to Minister Nzimande, is working collaboratively with 

government and its other stakeholders in addressing the complex challenges faced by the entire 

higher education system.  

 

The Universities South Africa’s launch event, held at the Southern Sun on Wednesday, 22 July 

was attended by vice-chancellors from the 26 member institutions; senior government officials 

from the departments of Higher Education and Training, Science and Technology and the 

National Treasury. Also in attendance were representatives and chief executive officers of 

research, statutory and other organisations operating in the higher education arena.  

 

For more information on Universities South Africa kindly contact: 

 

Dr Oliver Seale  
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Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Tel: 012 481 2842 / 072 807 4677 
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