
 

 

 
 

Media Release: 19 March 2019 

ANNOUNCEMENT: NATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP INTERVARSITY  

The Entrepreneurship Development in Higher Education (EDHE) programme launches the first 
national Entrepreneurship Intervarsity competition, in collaboration with Allan Gray Orbis 
Foundation. 

Today marks the official launch and opening of the Entrepreneurship Development in Higher 
Education (EDHE) programme’s national Entrepreneurship Intervarsity, presented by the Department 
Higher Education and Training (DHET) and Universities South Africa (USAf). 

The purpose of this competition is to identify the top student entrepreneurs at each public university, 
recognise and showcase their businesses, and invite investment into this cohort of student businesses. 
The competition will also provide an opportunity for aspiring entrepreneurs in the ideation phase to 
pitch their innovative business ideas. In the process, universities will also get to demonstrate their 
entrepreneurial talent and the ways in which they support and grow the next generation of business 
leaders.   

There will be three rounds to this competition, namely an internal round at the level of each 
participating university, a regional round where winners identified per institution will compete to 
enter a national round and the final leg of the competition. The national finals are set to take place on 
the 18th and 19th of September 2019.  

Participants in the Entrepreneurship Intervarsity will be able to enter in one of four categories, i.e. 
Category 1: Innovative Ideas; Category 2: Tech Businesses; Category 3: Social Impact Businesses; and 
Category 4: General.  

Applications open today, the 19th of March 2019, and will close on the 18th of April 2019. Students 
who are currently registered at any of the 26 public universities are invited to pitch their innovative 
ideas and existing businesses in this competition.  To enter the competition, applicants have to 
complete an online entry form on the EDHE website (www.edhe.co.za) and upload a 2-minute video 
pitch of their business idea (Category 1) or existing business (Categories 2-4). 

The Entrepreneurship Intervarsity is aimed at identifying, recognising, supporting and celebrating 
student entrepreneurs who have been able to establish their own business, along with those who 
have innovative ideas they would like to pursue while studying.  

 

http://www.edhe.co.za/


 

 

 
 

Higher Education Institutions are well-placed to catalyse entrepreneurship and innovation for the 
development of a new economy. The EDHE programme is a response of the Department Higher 
Education and Training (DHET) to the high levels of unemployment in South Africa.  This programme, 
being implemented through a partnership with Universities South Africa (USAf), exists to support 
student entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship in academia and entrepreneurial universities. A vibrant 
entrepreneurship ecosystem at universities in South Africa encourages students to consider and 
pursue entrepreneurship as a career path. The EDHE Intervarsity is a key project which would 
encourage student entrepreneurs who are earning while learning. 

The Allan Gray Orbis Foundation has joined EDHE in organising the Entrepreneurship Intervarsity, with 
the intention of accelerating entrepreneurship, cultivating an entrepreneurial mindset among South 
African Youth and expanding the pool of potential high-impact entrepreneurs. 

More information may be obtained from: 

Mr Linda Dhladhla 
EDHE Youth and Communications 
Tel.: 012 030 0671  
E-mail: EDHE@usaf.ac.za 
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