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SAASSAP Statement on the Current Higher Education State of Affairs 

15 March 2021 
 

The South African Association of Senior Student Affairs Professional (SAASSAP) National 

Executive Committee (NEC) and its members held an emergency meeting on Sunday, 14 

March 2021 to reflect on the prevailing state of affairs across the country. The meeting 

resolved that it is befitting for SAASSAP to add its voice. In this regard, having taken the 

mandate from membership and a critical view of the state of affairs of the National Higher 

Education at this juncture, the SAASSAP NEC wishes to state that moments like these call for 

Leadership Probity. It is so because part of the solution lies in sincere, transparent, caring, 

compassionate and courageous leadership. 

 
As SAASSAP, we support the student demands without equivocation for increased funding of 

higher education and a sustainable funding model for the funding of higher education that 

prioritises students mainly from the poor and working-class backgrounds and inclusive of the 

so-called “missing middle” students. It is for this reason that we call for a permanent and 

financially sustainable solution which must be immediately found by Government, the Private 

Sector, and all the Higher Education sector key strategic partners. In pursuit of these lasting 

solutions, we call for calm and collaborative spirit and approach instead of combative and 

deadly force by any of the parties.  

 

SAASSAP condemns the excessive use of force by the South African Police Service (SAPS). In 

order for the collaborative spirit to thrive, SAASSAP is of the view that continuous stakeholder 

engagements amongst the various key stakeholders – such as DHET, NSFAS, the Private 

Sector, USAf, SAASSAP, SAUS and others –  should be established, with a specific view to 

realise Free Quality Education from the short-medium and long-term. For the purpose of 

clarity and certainty, SAASSAP is calling for the sectoral policy certainty, as a matter of 

urgency. 

 
SAASSAP wishes to remind all concerned that as we agitate and mobilise for the realisation of 

the Free Quality Education, let us all respect the rule of law and ensure that our protest is 
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peaceful and respects the rights of others. Accordingly, any form of violence is condemned 

from the universities, students and staff, DHET, NSFAS, the South African Government and 

the South African Police Service. In light of the above read together, SAASSAP thought it 

prudent to highlight the following five points: 

 

Financial Aid 
 
SAASSAP acknowledges, commends and supports the efforts already made by various 

stakeholders in the sector and government towards providing financial assistance to students. 

SAASSAP calls for the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) to communicate 

timeously to institutions, in order to avoid creating anxiety amongst the student population.  

 
Peaceful Protest 
 
SAASSAP supports and encourages the right to protest as encapsulated in the South African 

Constitution’s section 17 of the Bill of Rights, but calls for peaceful protests within Higher 

Education Institutions. In the same breath, SAASSAP joins the South African Union of Students 

(SAUS) in condemning police brutality from the South African Police Service (SAPS) towards 

staff and students within institutions. We further support the call from SAUS to condemn 

violence and the destruction of institutional infrastructure.   

 
Policy Uncertainty  
 
The issue of student debt and student funding, is a historic phenomenon which requires policy 

certainty. SAASSAP has noted that student funding protests have been annual for decades, 

and institutions are constantly presented with the same funding questions relating to student 

debt, registrations, and financial aid. SAASSAP calls for the immediate review of the Student 

Funding Policy to, inter alia, include the ‘missing middle’ and for student debt interventions 

to be included in the same policy.  

 
SAUS Statement  

 
SAASSAP has noted the statement circulated by SAUS, and as alluded to, supports some 
aspects encapsulated in the statement.  
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Accessibility  
 
SAASSAP has noted that in negotiations for the registrations of students, international 

students are often left behind, in discussions and measures to mitigate the virtual experience, 

most institutions do not provide the necessary support for international students. Therefore, 

SAASSAP calls on institutions to be intentional and inclusive in their planning and execution 

to support international students, as they do for indigenous students.  In the same 

breath, the support for students with disabilities must be prioritised by institutions and the 

necessary support must be made available to these students.  

 

In conclusion, SAASSAP encourages institutions to continue engaging student leaders and 

relevant sectoral staff to find amicable solutions for their specific institutional challenges. 

SAASSAP is also willing and available to play a critical facilitative role for institutions, including 

at a national level. 

 
Dr Sibusiso Chalufu      Mr Pura Mgolombane 
President: SAASSAP      Secretary-General: SAASSAP 
 
Inquiries: 
Ms Nothando Hlophe 
HlopheCN@ufs.ac.za  
081 075 6332 
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